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T Q THE F A I R E S T. 

, ,...., Madam, . , . * 

. -^5 if is M^nufml to pr^ a Wvrk to the Public Eye witbout 

•a Dedication^ I have taken the ^{berty of addrej^ng tbe 

/oilowing Poem to you. '- It would be taking too much upon me^ 

opehfy^ and wtbout an exprefs Permiffim to prefix your Name tof 

fo trifiing a Compofitimi tbereforCf ^^ Lit Confcious Beauty Jpeak.^' 

Jind I fincerely bope^ tbat every one of mf Fair Readers may 

honour me fo far ^ as to think her&lf the Perfon here meanly as 

I amfiire each, has a pift Claim to a more exalted Preference than 

it is in the Power of this humble Poem to give her. Tou will 

"find^ Madam^ the following Lines^ the bafty ProduBion tf a ju^ 

' ven^ PeUf art^fs^^ unrevifedi eager to give Beauty and Merit 

all their due Praifes^ but wanting in Fancy and Ability to perform 

it. He therefore humbly relies on the Mildnefs of your Nature to 
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A God can any perfon take, 
A clown — SL Beau — a Captain make j 
M fcarlet bold, they charm the . fight. 
With gay cockade— and gorget bright ; • 
Which, often more deftrudive prove^ 
Than all th' artillery of love. 
Each pradic'd o'er his ftudy-d part, 
Got oaths, and b^afphemies by heart 
For Jove had, by experience, prov*d, 
A foldier,^ — was a thing they loy*d. 
A Scarlet coat will ftrike the fight. 
When naked .merit's, baniih'd quite j 
And let us do the beft tye cap,— i- ; 
The Captain, is the ch^rfffi^g fnan,"-^ , 
Excufe, ye fair, this bold, digr^ffionj 
'Tis envy prompts s me to confeifion \ 
For, Proteus like, J'.d . fhange .my ^fliape, 
To every creature— but an ape ;. , 

And that, I think, would never dq^ 
— ^The wretched rival of beau; 
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But, every manly form, Td prove. 
To be the very thing you love. — 
— Great Jove, now breathing fweet perfume, 
And powder'd Hermes, feek the room. 
Thus have Ileen a courtier ftand, 
With cringing bow- — arid cap in hand ; 
With feign 'd aptplaufe, foreAall a joke, 
And grin — ^becaule his patron — ^fpoke: — 
So, Hermes caught each fingle word, 
And, bowing, enier*d with his lord; 
Where, Belles in plcafing tumult throng, 

And beauty, beauty drove along 

Jove, ftruck at once, cry*d out, " I yield I 
'^O Hermes, view fair Englefi^ld; 

* Thofe eyes relucent charm my fight, 
Soft beaming with caeleftial light ; 

* Each feature glows with rays of fenie, 

* Mild virtue — and beneficence. — 
Great Juno mufl the palm refign, 

*^ For Englbfield, fhall now be mine.— - 

B a « The 
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" The ready God obiequious flood, 
" With eager eye, the beauty view'd ; 
Difplays his hand — the Bruflcls lace, 
The diamond, glitterM in her face; 
Whilft flie, unmov'd, the beau furvey'd. 
Benignly fmil'd — ^but nothing faid. — 
But, as he ilrove to tell the cale. 
The monarch held him to the place. 
For lol clofe prefUng thro' the throng. 
The beauteous Hodges tower d along. 
With look majeftic, Aruck the God — 

And Hermes trembled, as fhe trod. 

Her graceful form — enchanting look, 
The virtues of her heart befpoke; 
Whilft breathing beauty--artlels grace. 
In fnowy dimple, take their place. 
Her next, the God, with heart and voice, 
Declflr*d to Hermes, as his choice; 
Again, the God advanced to tell, 
Again, the fame mifchance befel. 

(Immortals 
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(Immortals feldom. ipeak aloud, 
Jove only look'd — and Hermes bow'd.) 
For now, 0*B r ; a n, gentle maid,' 
In nature's choiceft robes< array 'd, 
With placid eafe approachM the crowd ; 
— Th* admiring Gods in wonder bpw*d ; 
Whilft cv'iy mortal breaft was fir*d. 
And each the fmiling i^mph admir*d. ' 
Her cheeks, by nature's pencil fpread. 
The lilly white — the rofy redj 
Her eyes with artleis force contrbuT, 
And fpeak a dignity of foul; • 

Jove here declar'd-7«-Jtwas paft- a joke; 
When, icarce the very words -were Ipoke ; 
But, quick he ipy'd two beauteous faces, 
— And took 'em, for the Sifter Graces ; 
Venus, he -thought, her leave had given, 
But, kept- one fifter ftill ah heaven. 
Lo I as he view'd-^an awful fhade 
Encompais'd round each lovely maid» 

He 
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He faw Minerva, clpfc attakdant,,.: 
Againft her father turn defendant. ' 
The ftately ^gi§. grac'd! her handj . 
Aloft fhe held a m^^c wand,'.. ; . ; r 
Unfeen by ev'ry -mofUl 'cyc';■' 
I^l vain cpuld Jpve'its .powr, defy j .. ; , ' . ' ] --■ 
The thundVer ^vc Miaerva -birtlii > - ,-' ., ::V:['i^ 
With pbwV dsCpviki^otmiOfrtii.. i :: ;. ') i[.;.j L.iA 
She led her jploonung charge^along, ' .' > ' : * : 
Amidft the gay adoi^iiog throng!; v.; ';/ ! , j ! I' 
And, left the gating garlidb't iv.6re. 
Should make great Jov^a: donqueror, 
Whene'er the maidsr: tRc ^God .ef{y'd. 
She held the Mffi fon ifaat -fide;:: :; 
Well knowj^ng, :iii their £tviatiDiii^ '^. 
Without hej- aid^ the' iib-on^i temptation.' : " 
The God »ov: felt a dmtile ^mt, ■' '.. :,: , .' 
And Blagrav^ was' his . fakr'ritfc name. : . ! ; , : 
Now, as he each altehiate view^ •• '• . ' z: ! r T 
Poor Jove was puzzled which te chufe'^'- 

And 
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And vex'd to fee Minerva there, 
AfTume of eaqh peculiar care. 
— ^With graceful, eaic— rhecoming height 
The fprightly Betsy charm'd his , fight ; 
That namelefs fomething, \;nde.fiix*4> 
With innocence and virtue join'd, 
Improv*d each foft, attra<Slive^ grace,. 
And fix*d the Godhead to the place. 
When, next, he viewed her Sifter fair, 
— Sweet Jenn.y. was th^e. . heav'nly care. , 
Her bluftiing beautiea-r^ftatel^ n^cn, 
Majeftic port — ^and brow fcrfiiie^ . . 

Her tow*rin.g. ftature, ftruck frpm. far. 
And beam*d above .caich other fair. , • 
Thus may. be fecn, in jgaudx f<>w, 
A bed of blooming tulips .grow ; , ' . 
Each plant with varying .^ colours .brigb^^ 
Will fingly charm the gazer's .fight ; 
But That which runs with ftalk 9n high, 
Muft foonefl catch the 'roving eye j 
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The fmaller plants at once are loft. 
And this, awhile is all his bbaft. 
— Whilft he demur'd bctwieen the two ; 
The fmiling Hoar b — appeared in view ; 
Sprightly, alive, with native eafe, 
That Gods and men alike can pleafe. 
Her hair, that flutters with a grace, 
In wanton ringletis, o'er her face. 
Her coral lips, that breathe perfume, 
Her cheeks, with Hebe*s texture bloom; 
Her eyes, quick flafhing, wound at will, 
And, like white powder — fileht kill. ' 
The toute enfamble charm'd his flghtj 
And, as he thought, o'ercame him quite. 
But, turning round, he chanc*d to fpy 
The blooming Churchill, {landing by. 
A rofeate bluQi o'erfpread her cheek, 
The whiteft lilly grac'd her neck; 
A fpeaking coynefs in her eye. 
Full beam*d with fenfibility. 
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At once invites a Ibvo-'s^ Jifaife^' ' . . ^ 

But timid, fhunff~"the ilightjeft gaze*^ . - 

Thus may the ai^b^ jpknt l)e "(e^, - - ^ ^ 

With open ic^g€y grace the 'gr^a jf '- ^ .,..:... 
But if you ton«^— the dfiafins decayv - - ' 
The flirinkmg^beaiity difes ;a^ay. -^ j - : . 
Jove now declard'WTth Htfdw' fc?cnei '-^ <.:... I ^ 
That, « OH^i^RtH4Lx'wa5''tfie^rival qifeiiV* ' - 
With fond timj)atichde, 16ng'd:~fb fip 
The nedar, on her "fragrant Kjk.:^^ 
Unthinking God — ^how -jirohii to range I . * 

For ev^ race' can mkKe'a chaiige. 
Now once ag&in,'' befioM' him fmit. 
And bending "at the "flifihe' of P'l t. 
Calmly ferehe,"^ her beauties <fliine, 
Whilft eafe and dignity combine 
To add to' each commanding grace. 
And ipeak her of a beauteous race; 
Thus, is the chafle Diana &en, 
Amidft her nymphs, that trip the green—. 
• ' C Her 
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Her eafy fhape and')]$f^w'nng fizcjj 

Befpeak the Gp^4^ fig;/di%uUe. — 

But, as he chj««3Jd tp :k^lf- .^gma : 

Attradive P h i h^rr^hgwi ^t to reig^ J 

Again, bore o^^Jj; JmniqFjt4,rpii^,^, ^... i^ .^ji 

And ftruck the Monarch of ^he fKe^^ ].;;'. .^f{y 

Hermes beheldj^^ %^'^i>^,;a5:i.. r.^.^j^ ^,.,,, ,^^^r 

And wiiJi'il^hje,,,5fhi^5lV(?C;\^f.no^^^^^^ ., ^.^,j^j^. 
He rappd his^^^-^-p^Mr up-^feer ,fap, r^,.; ^j :^y 
Like any other^^g^tl^fjia^^-^ ^..^ , ., ..^.. ^^-p 

But Jove tefeej^te ^o^^^M-^I.jD .:.:i:!;;i..:MU 
And whifperM ^g?B» ."ytenF^ft ^^it^^^rvj ;o\^ 
Who, now abaOj;^ 5^n'^cl^^ ^^^ , -j..: . aoW 
—Behind the^^Qi|aq^,.jMi^.^^^3r^-T;,.::.T,i f,,^ 
He thought his ct^i^ 350^ wa^.,^^one,-.;i ., [..-j 
And Phelp, th^j^gif?^^ h^j^'^ upon^ , ,. 

Not half fo fif«5frgWf?5!i,i«JiMD*%«?^'c. Ll... o£ 
When firft het-^feai^jjcs ^|$|'d^ % ynps ; . , . ^ , 

Or, when on facre^^^Jfj^ ,r, ;, ,,', •i^-.f'p 

The %L%,§%f| ^^^K-*43xa ...I :-i.:.^ 
loll D When, 
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When lo! a lovely; troc^iappecrf! '■*"'• 
Bear on^-and- ' thargb = him ' ill ^«he^ i Ytisori 
Jove thought fo many Hi^fl«uTniddf MftJ 
And wilh*d for thtindcr ttf ' f^die 'Bm'; 
But found ala»l hd-lighi^nf^ ftigti, ^ 
Befides what flafh'd JfroBd &kij'Vf^\'- 
And he tho* God— iWas^^dSifti'd^the iknftcj' 
To languifh in-a 4>i<jght6r-^lflattifc. o i!' gnr^-jq fi^X 

Gay Floyer now-^e^'hcxt ciame' odj . -' X^^ ' - 

X Unknowing what hcr'e^s^^hSdi ddh^;'- ;f' - '•^' 

Her dimpled cheeks; with Wliflies 'gtevj^ t^^- ' .-i 

Where lillies languif^* rofes^ gr&w: ;t i'J >i / 

A melting foftnefs Ipeaks lior .foul, "f? i ^, / ' 

Virtue and beauty gracM Jche^lwh'4*e;^ " ' ' '** 

The pow'r of Verfc sdas I how feint, ' '^l 
The fweet Maria's" charms C6 paint 1 

Her lips, her ned^-^her |kdting b'reaft, •..''. 

By nature fwellin^ to be ptcft.— ^ . . ! / 

Her eyes emit a- bri^ter ray-—. .: 1 

Than all the glories of the day; « . 1 . -'< . . •. 
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A genial warmth! to each, impart,'.; I .-. id n- 

Qjnfufe the minid — f^n4. 6re the fc^grt--- .. ( . 

A younger fi% R<iW;; appears> , f;. ,■; : :, j .v; 

In all the' bloogi of yo\itMu\.y&ffg»- , « ' 

Thus, when we view th^. '4^m*fk,fofe. ' ; i 

It's fragrant beai)ti$s >wi4e difcjo^i , 

The fmaller l^uds ; at fi^ft jaje fceil, , .. ; 

Juft peeping thro' the. leafy grctn<: — : 

But by degrees luxuriant grow — 

And foon, in rival luftre, blow*;— ^ 

Next them. Fair Smit^ .h^f. po\ver^ tries, 

And flruck the rt»ler of the ikie? ; 

Virtue, good humour, foftncfs move. 

And melt her gentle hcatt to love.— 

Jove found his power now; \vas vain, 

•And wifh'd himf^l.f in i)fiav'n again. ^ a . 

How could he chufe, at fuch a baU.li i : ? 

Without he took them one «hd alH. fy/ : j. :■ 

For, as he each with- tranfport -viewdj-.n^ 2 -y rA 

The graceful R u c jc before tfcem ilbod.}'' ' .. 

': : Her 
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Her eafy fhape-^cr modeft air. 
Her downcaft- eyes — her beauteous hair, 
Her chafte demeanour— pleafing form^ 
That takes from innocence a charm ; 
From envy's. felf due praif^s drew, 
And kept the am'fous God in awd| 
Who, quite abafh'd could 'nothing fay. 
But, ftruck by virtue, fneak*d away, — '- 
Once more the Mufe fhall raife it*s wing, 
In praife of E 6 s t e r — 4are to fing; ; t ' 
Tho' fwect the theme — the bard muft faiJ, 
The God of.verfc could not prevail, 
Without fome favVing power aid, 
To paint the blooming, blufhing maid. 
Take from the peach it's painted hifc; 
Take from . the rofe the pearly dew ; " 
Take from the Hlly all it's white j : 
Take from the diamond all it's flight^ 

Cull nature's beauties one "by one 

And all, by .F o s t e r are outrdone. 
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No wonder then---ihc ^gave.tt iidefcf'"|:.'A '("no t.TI 
The gay imniDhal'.faon: was.iAwolp-rjrj':./ fj -i 
— B u R Tt — light lahd eafy. flcipp'd r. ah(n)6-9^1 :,. • ; ? ^.M 
The changing -dotard.: found hen onti-^:2:!rj ^-^-^ ^ 
He view'd the plumes that grac'<i\h&r-- ]^9a4 
Her loofen*d ^ fellies,. Hiflfeevcird fpread: '' ; .• ' 
In airy ringfejts o^tt:^ \ict fjite, ' 
And took from, ncgligencfe a< gpace.-^* . j\..: 

The God now- felt -a frefti alirm> - '■ .. . 3 .C 
For lo I T H. R E E ^i s-T'« K-s-"^' tfrm ini arai.i-l'.i i:. 
Palm BR— 4ike Juno, ftately- troiJ, - 1 . -iF 

And, for a whik, decif iv'drr the God:- r. — 

The next for Pallas too h(f ?obk,-t ..:;/' 

The third for Venus, by her lookr = • ) -^ : oT 
Poor Jove foreboiled future- ftrife;, -"J ■ .. 
Yet fure, he thought, if 'twas his- wifoii-.i- 1 oi ,' 
He never in his i life before . ' • . . li .>! i 
Such ftriking beauty could explore. ^ t -of .;• 
For here he faw each fmiliog face, > - .. 
Soft beam'd swith every virtuous, grace. 

And 
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And well he knew-^een'fpoufe and ''all, - 
In that particular, frjuft fall 
But turning quick, he faw .a" maid, 
In native innocence <4fray'd:j ■ '- ' 
Fairer than fancy's iclf^'fcan "paittt,. ■ ' 

How weak are wof^sU-and vcrfe<^lK)W faiftt,'^'' 
To bring thoftuftrikibg cliani]* W- viW, 1 

Or found the pralfe^^ LoVED'AY^'^e. 
Her fpeaking eyes «4ti dkiice <dcdar^ - < ' 
Wit and good hiiifl»tir ^filited ^theic; ' ^^ - I 
Thro' radiant beams heF^^^til&iglftl^'^it ik»A, - 
There love begii»iiJ«n<i>jd»fl«^^isr'fd^' I ^ d h 
Virtue and beauty <feWrHf''thfe'>;fouIi'.ji 'ino'l \. :> i 
And fcp'rate rcigni tr^tuC'^coYXtAjtft*; - > '^i v.. •. < J 
But who can ftaHfti^ihd' fibw'rftil-'ifkir, ^ il n^-lj '1 
When hear%HWIiif4llte'ji)iiiU-^m--thWtfi?i-3n f). \ 
Her bloennb^ S^i^ijLpiy heWfitieX-T tX^^t jl- '-— 
Shone fv«eeOtlyofirt6pi4^-^va|:.-^^-? ,afJ0s:i/£3d oT 
Alike, of every heart cttlft^^Are^'i Q 3^1 coiol lirxIT 
As Waller's Sa£fiKisM&qtojo - ,::.:oI ^ f?:»i^v ,i:;iA 

Whilft 
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Whilft every virtue of, the mind, 
To aid the whole, propitious join*d. 
For (hott is beauty's reign alone, 
If condud fails the totc'fing throne ; 
But, like the rofe,, it's fwreets decay, 
The Ihort-Iiv'd wonder of a day : 
Arm it with fepfe-r-it ppints the dart. 
Impels, and drives it to .the heart. 
Poor Jove was taken, he averr'jd, 
But, like his brothers pf the fword, 
Another, ilill another drives., . 
The God had had a hundred wives. 
If every form had fix'd! unmoved. 
For every one .he faw,jhe. lov/d;. : 
He then had giv*n a . nation .birth, . 
And near new- peopled, half the earth.-— 
^But fay, my Mufe, what charms belong 
To beauteous, tempting,, blueing Long; 
Their force the Deity aflail*d, 
And» with a look, at once prevail'd. 
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« See, Hermes, fee, the raonardi faid, 
<< The native bieauties of tW maid ; 
" At her approach all tolbtirs faili 
« The lilly reddens-^rofc tiirna pAle ; 
•« The, ruby to her lips muft jrield, 
" And art to nature give the field 3 
" Her foul, as (potlcfa -as the dov^* 
« And in her gtintlp bo(bm, lovei - ' 

— ^More he had faid, but pafiing by, ' 
The timid B a g ii a l caught his c^e ; - 
For icience fam*d—-and;' force -of wi^ '. : " 
Her darts unerring always hitj > ^ 
She mildly courts the cooler glade. 
Shrinks from the glare*-^and - courts the fhad«. 
Her perfoo, like her mailner, charms, ' 
And e*en the fro^^cn boibm warms, 
Hermes advanc*d to ieize the prize; 
When fmiling Gill, with melting eyes, 
Let fly a glance, with lb much ikill, 
(A mortal it at once muft kill) 

D That 
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Whilft every virtue of, the mind, ... 
To aid the whole, propitious join*d. 
For fhort is beauty's reign alone, 
If condu<9: fails the tott'fing throne; 
But, like the rofe,. it's fweets decay, 
The fhort-fiv'd wonder of isi day : 
Arm it with ferife-:-it ppints the dart. 
Impels, and drives it to the heart. 
Poor Jove was taken, he averr'd, 
But, like his brothers of the fword,' 
Another. Aill anothct drives.. 
The God had had a hundred wives, 
If every form had fix'd ; unmov*d, 
For every one .he faw,jhe. lov.'d j. ' ' i 
He then had giv*n . a . nation birth, . 
And near ne.w- peopled, half the earth.— 
^But iay, my Mufe, what charms belong 
To beauteous, tempting, bju&ing Long; 
Their force the Deity aflail'd. 
And} with a look, at once prevail'd. 



" See, 



[ «7 ] 
Here auburn trefies grace a neck, 
In waving curls the fair bedeck ; 
Whilft bufjr .zephyrs wanton breathe. 
In tepid gales, diiclofe beneath ; 
And thro* the fluttering ringlets fhew. 
The fair ezpanfe of Alpine fnpw. 
Here let the Mufe difcharge a debt. 
Nor one diflinguiJJ>d ixa forget. 
And more than common praife is due, 
Becoming S a y e », iure to you. 
Thy gliding form each bofbm moves, 
Like Venus in 'her Cyprian groves, 
A Juno's foul— ^ grace — an air — 
As Dian chafle — as Hebe fair. 
Still, as he viewed each charming face. 
Another darted in her place. 
With fportive foot they fhake the ground, 
Refponfive to the tuneful found. 
Here now a taper leg is feen. 
Nor can the robe her beauties fcreen; 

D 2 And 
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That turn*d the former dart afide, ) 

And Hermes foon the change efpy'd. 

Endlefs it were the powT to tell 

Of every blooming, beauteous belle: 

How Hardy — ^Normon — Paxton {hone^ / 

Regardlefs of their laurels won; 

And all defervipg praifes due. 

Soft, modeft Hallifax, to you. 

Ufeleis will be the pow r of verfe, 

Thoie matchlefs graceis to rehear(e. 

Without a Mufe, each fiogle name 

Is grafted on the trump of fame ^ . ,: 

Nor envy's felf dare blaft ' the throne, 

That lo«re and. beauty, deign to crown.-r- ' 

— Jove viewed .whole clouds, come rufliing on> 

Nor knew ^e which to fix i!ipoo; 

For now the harp, and .tuneful lyre, 

Roufe eveiy paflioa to . defirc. . 

The beauteous prcle all advance, , 

To wanton in . the maiy dance., r, : : ! 

Here 
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Here auburn trefies grace a neck, 

In waving curls the fair bedeck ; 

Whilft bufy zephyrs wanton breathe, 

In tepid gales, difclofe beneath ; 

And thro* the flutt*ring ringlets fhew. 

The fair expanfe of Alpine fnpw. 

Here let the Mufe difcharge a debt, 

Nor one diftinguijlfd £ur forget. 

And more than common praife is due^ 

Becoming S a y b r, iure to you. 

Thy gliding form each bo{bm moves, 

Like Venus in ^her Cyprian groves. 

A Juno's foul — a grace — an air — 

As Dian chaile — as Hebe fair. 

Still, as he view*d each charming £ice, 

Another darted in her place. 

With fportive foot they fhake the ground^ 

Refponfive to the tuneful found. 

Here now a taper leg is feen. 

Nor can thp robe her beauties fcreen; 

D 2 And 



And each by tryiog «o conceal, ' ' 

Does artfully her charms ! rei^eal. 
— From fair to feir the God reinpir*d ; ^ 
The more he faw, the mort he Wd.' 
He view'd the ^boddide, i^diy lac'd, ' '^ 
Around the yielding, flender "waift. 
The harmony ©f ^pe exprefs^ 
And fqueeze the boniteous 6bric kis ; 
Two glowing orbi— luxurious fight I 
The pliant whalebone, tmngs to iight } 
In fwelling cuives, delicious Ihew 
The fweet imprei&on tmiAe below 5 
Unveil themfelvcs -with wrodcft ^pride, - 
And raife the charm-MlhcJr wifh tb-fcide. 
Hermes, cry'd Jofc, 'twilt never do, 
Ten thoufand namelefs charms I view ; 
Still as I ftrive to fix on one, 
A fairer comes — and sAK's imdone. 
In airy fi-iiks, around they move, 
And fire the' heart of inching J ottc.— 



Thus, 
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Thus, all the. iiight, thp icav'nly pair. . 
Impatient gaze,; from fair- to, fair. — 
— But now the (hady gloom was pail, 
Aqd jocund day-light- cjunc at laft j . 
Gay purp1e.iays,phe il«^ adofn,. 
And dawning bluiObes paint the nporn i 
Aurora rear'd* he.r bl-uftupg Ijcad, 
From gloomy ; Tithpn's ^Ideo bedy. 
Unbarr*d thc.rofy gfites of U^, 
And chas'd .the vapours of the night.-*- ^ 

—The Gods, perple^'dj were in a fcrape» - 
Nor knew, how beft, th^ could efcape^ 
Unwilling flill to Jeave the throng, 
They found they tarry 'd thejfc too longj 
For Jove looked up aiMl faw from far 
Bright Phoebus mount his golden caf; 
And fear'd, from him it might* be knowx;t 
The errand that he came upon. 
Or fhould he, thus equippkl, be feen. 
It muft be told to Heaven's Queen, . 

A jea- 
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(A jealous wife will not knock under, 
To e*en the mighty God of thunder.)— «- 
So whifpcr'd Hermes, hence, away, 
" Behold, the bufy God of day, 
" With eye triumphant, views me hercfy 
" A captive to thefe earthly fair. 
" And fince I can't the caufe decide, 
** To chufe the faireft for my bride. 
** For each, in rival chatms, has Hione, 
" And each, in turn, my heart has won ; 
*^ Left then, on me fbme icandal fall, 
" Before we go, I'll blefs 'em all. 
" To each, fhall brighter gifts be giv'n, 
" Than any yet, on this fide heav'n ; 
" Wit, beauty, virtue — mildnefs, fenfe, 
" Around the room, I will difpenfe ; 
« Thefe (hall allure and charm the eye, 
« Whilft we to heaven guiltlefs fly. 
" This will the rifing ftorm afluage. 
And cool relenting Juno's rage ; 



«c 



« The 



E 3'. 1 

*< The real truth, from; all coacealj^ 

" And yet, our majeftjr reveal.'*— ; 

He faid — ^and with (a tender . look. 

The heav*nly odours round ;*em fliook. 

Sweet fpicy fi;ag^^ce icents die room, . 

Ambrofial gales — and, fofb/ perfume ; 

Aerial fprit^ in..douds defoid,. - - 

And, round each beauty, taj^e their il^nd^ 

The fav'ring fylphs around *em;fly. 

Good nature,^ wit, huminity; . 

Whilft envy and her gri% trew^ 

In dire difmay affrighted flew*-— 

He wav*d his -hand, and firaight appear 

The Loves and Graces, waiting thete. 

Hebe herfelf was there to f»rm,' 

And give each beauty pow*r to charm. 

The Loves, the Smiles, . the. Glances ieek 

A fafe afylum, in a cheek .; 

And many a fly, enchanting grace, 

Within a dimple, took it's place.^ 



Cupid 



Cupid was feen to bafldng lie • * / : • •; . :- ' 

Extrading lightning from ail eye j . 

Or, greatly daring, ftrove to fij[) • i. ;•. - 

The nefUr on- a coral 1^ ' ■ ■ ' \ ■ * > . . 

Hermes, and -Jove,- ftilP ftay*d to view - 

The progrefs of the hea/nly crevnr ; 

And more and more the croud admired; 

By wifdom, love; and'-beikuly fold * 

With placid eye the work furvey'd,^ 

Pleas'd with the excellence he made.-^: 

<* Be happy, all, the thunc^ricr cry'd, - \ 

" And each fbme hap{>y mortal's bride j' 

" Be juft, as wife— btf kind, as iair"; . , 

"The world's and' Jovic't peculiar care. 

" Thefe charms will Bx^ for ever fine, 

" When e'en the pdw'r of beauty's o'er ; 

« The finking ham^ for ever iave, 

<< And bid defiance to the grave ; 

« So when each form in duft is lain— «» 

-— *< As angels you (hall live agaio.'^ 

He 
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He faid^-and in a flaili of light, 

With Hermes, vanifh'd from the fight; 

Unnoticed fought his bleft abode, 

Refum'd his bolts — ^was all the God. 

— But fix'd below, the heav*nly train 

Amidfl the blooming Belles remain; 

Nor can vain mortals ward the blow. 

Since heav'n itfelf has will'd it fo. 

Both Gods and men now clearly prove, 

— That Reading is the Court op Love. 



FINIS. 
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